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Now in paperback, an intimate look at the woman the world adored, by the son who adored her with

unique photos, drawings, and other rare Audrey memorabilia.She dazzled millions as Gigi. Eliza

Doolittle. Holly Golightly. But to her most adoring fan, Audrey Hepburn was best known for her role

as â€œMummy.â€•  In this heartfelt tribute to his mother, Sean Hepburn Ferrer offers a rare and

intimate glimpse into the life of one of Hollywood's brightest stars. Audrey Hepburn, An Elegant

Spirit is a stunning compilation of nearly 300 photographs, many straight from the family album and

never before published; archival documents, personal correspondence, and mementos; even

paintings and illustrations from the actress herself.  Sean tells Audrey Hepburn's remarkable story,

from her childhood in war-torn Holland to the height of her fame to her autumn years far from the

camera and the crush of the paparazzi. Sean introduces us to someone whose grace, charm, and

beauty were matched only by her insecurity about her appearance and talent, and who used her

hard-won recognition as a means to help children less fortunate than her own. With this unique

biography, Sean celebrates his mother's history and humanityâ€”and continues her charitable work

by donating proceeds from this book to the Audrey Hepburn Children's Fund.
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If there is a polar opposite to Christina Crawford's scathing poor-me memoir, "Mommie Dearest", it

has to be this loving tribute to Audrey Hepburn from her eldest son, Sean Hepburn Ferrer. Rather

than being an exhaustive biography on the legendary film star (and enough of those exist anyway),

it is more a very attractive coffee table book with remembrances from her colleagues, family friends

and most importantly, Ferrer himself. It is a testament to Hepburn that all these books, especially

this one, have been nothing less than respectful and at times downright reverential. There is no

getting around the fact that she was well loved by those closest around her and certainly by her

fans, me included. That she comes across as such a giving person merely validates what we all

want to believe about her, and this becomes especially clear in Ferrer's account of her later years

making goodwill trips to Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Somalia on behalf of UNICEF. And while as a

fan, I was disappointed about her long absences from films from the late sixties until her death in

1993, Ferrer makes it clear how important motherhood was to her and how imperative it was for her

to stay at home with her sons during those years. Just from the treasure trove of family photos, this

book clearly shows that her dedication to them was and continues to be reciprocated.The

perspective of this book is understandably biased but fresh, and obviously Ferrer's access to his

mother's personal belongings - family snapshots, paintings and drawings done by her, even her

passports - builds an intimate story.
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